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Sioux City 18th Street Viaduct

October 10, 2017
Ms. Elaine L. Chao, Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Chao:
The purpose of this letter is to support the City of Sioux City, Iowa’s 2014 Transportation
Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER 2014) Grant Application. I am the Fire Chief
in Sioux City and charged with emergency response for fire, emergency medical services, special
operations, and emergency management in Sioux City.
The Hoeven Valley Improvements – 18th Street Viaduct Project supports the long-term goals of the
TIGER Grant program. The Hoeven Valley is bisected east and west by several very busy railroad
tracks and rail-yards cutting the City into two halves. Sioux City Fire Rescue has seven fire stations
strategically located yet emergency response is consistently altered and delayed due to the tracks and
rail yards. The City recently completed phase one of the Hoeven Valley Transportation Plan by
completing the Outer Drive Bridge. This project allowed the City and our emergency responders to
connect the east and west sides of the City at the north side. At the south side of the city we have a
viaduct connecting the east and west. This project and this grant would allow the City to create a
mid-city east west connection vastly improving our ability to respond to emergencies within heavy
industrial, commercial, and residential areas.
The Hoeven Valley Improvements – 18th Street Viaduct Project will certainly provide for economic
and regional benefit. It will also vastly improve emergency response times and overall safety in
Sioux City. Based on these factors I strongly recommend Sioux City Iowa’s project for the 2014
TIGER Grant.
Thank you for your consideration.
Respectfully,
Tom Everett
Fire Chief

MidAmerican Energy Company
EconomicAdvantage®
666 Grand Ave.
Des Moines, IA 50309-2580
515-281-2287 Telephone

October 12, 2017

Ms. Elaine Chao, Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Chao,
The purpose of this letter is to support the City of Sioux City, Iowa in obtaining funding for the
18th Street Viaduct Project.
The 18th Street Viaduct Project in Sioux City is an excellent example of a project that supports
the long-term national goals that have been established by the TIGER and INFRA Grant
Programs. In developing this project, the City has demonstrated a lasting dedication in its
efforts to date and has been committed to making the area’s economy more competitive while
improving the transportation and safety in the area. The project’s planning has been forwardthinking and comprehensive. Equally important, the City has engaged the community in an
honest, personal dialogue regarding its connectivity and economic growth needs. The City
identified this project as part of the master Hoeven Valley Transportation Plan created in 2002
and has been diligent in its efforts to move the plan forward as demonstrated by the completion
of the first phase which included a 2014 $1 million TIGER Planning Grant which allowed for
the plan to be updated concurrently with the development of the final design plans for the 18th
Street Viaduct Project.
The City of Sioux City’s 18th Street Viaduct Project is regionally significant, one that will
contribute to a robust economy. We strongly recommend that you select the City of Sioux City,
Iowa for funding for the 2017 funding cycle. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Kathryn M. Kunert
Vice President
Economic Connections and Integration

P.O. Box 125
South Sioux City, NE 68776
Telephone: (402) 494-4248
www.lymanrichey.com

October 11, 2017
Ms. Elaine Chao, Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Chao,
The purpose of this letter is to support the City of Sioux City, Iowa in obtaining funding for the 18th Street Viaduct
Project. As a business that delivers a perishable and heavily relies on ease of travel throughout the city to make our
deliveries in a timely manner; this proposed project would greatly improve the ease of travel through the Hoeven
Valley in Sioux City and have a positive economic effect on transportation reliant businesses like ours. Standard
Ready Mix Concrete has been located in Hoeven Valley since 1954 and as train traffic in Sioux City has grown over
the years so has the delays in our trucks leaving our plant to travel throughout the city because of a lack of easy
travel out of the Hoeven Valley and around train traffic.
The 18th Street Viaduct Project in Sioux City is an excellent example of a project that supports the long-term
national goals that have been established by the TIGER and INFRA Grant Programs. In developing this project, the
City has demonstrated a lasting dedication in its efforts to date and has been committed to making the area’s
economy more competitive while improving the transportation and safety in the area. The project’s planning has
been forward-thinking and comprehensive. Equally important, the City has engaged the community in an honest,
personal dialogue regarding its connectivity and economic growth needs. The City identified this project as part of
the master Hoeven Valley Transportation Plan created in 2002 and has been diligent in its efforts to move the plan
forward as demonstrated by the completion of the first phase which included a 2014 $1 million TIGER Planning
Grant which allowed for the plan to be updated concurrently with the development of the final design plans for
the 18th Street Viaduct Project.
The City of Sioux City’s 18th Street Viaduct Project is regionally significant, one that will contribute to a robust
economy. We strongly recommend that you select the City of Sioux City, Iowa for funding for the 2017 funding
cycle. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Eric Sieh
General Manager
Standard Ready Mix

October 5, 2017
Ms. Elaine Chao, Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Chao,
The Sioux City Environmental Advisory Board asks you to support the City of Sioux
City’s request for funding for its 18th Street Viaduct Project. We are a nine-member city
board established to advise city council on environmental concerns. In addition, we
research eco-friendly and sustainable practices, encourage preservation and restoration
of natural resources, and educate residents and community leaders about these issues.
We support this project for its environmental, financial, and health impacts for our
citizens and visitors. It will improve air quality, public health, and overall safety in that
area, as well as spur economic development in an underserved portion of the city,
provide safe and efficient access to services and businesses in the area, and improve
the aesthetics of the area as well.
The 18th Street Viaduct Project supports the long-term national goals established by the
TIGER and INFRA Grant programs. Sioux City has demonstrated ongoing dedication in
its efforts thus far. We are committed to transportation and safety improvements and to
making our economy globally competitive. Sioux City proactively engages the
community in regards to its transit needs and works hard to serve all of its citizens. This
project is part of the master Hoeven Valley Transportation Plan created in 2002. The
city has been diligent in its efforts to progress the plan, evidenced by the completion of
phase one, including, Outer Drive Bridge, which spurred development in that portion of
the community. In 2014, the city was awarded a TIGER Planning Grant to update the
Hoeven Valley Transportation Plan with the final design plans for the 18th Street Viaduct
Project.
The City of Sioux City’s 18th Street Viaduct Project is regionally significant and will
contribute to a robust economy. We strongly recommend that you select the City of
Sioux City, Iowa, for funding. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Carrie Radloff
Chair, Sioux City Environmental Advisory Board

