Inspection and Maintenance of a Bioretention System
Short Term: Year 1 – Year 3 (Post-Installation)
1. Water young plants and seedlings a minimum of weekly for the first three months. Watering may be required more frequently during the summer months (June – August) the first year.  
2. Eliminate weeds using spot application of herbicide throughout the first year.
3. After a rainfall equaling or exceeding 0.5 inches:
a. Redistribute mulch, remove trash, and inspect vegetation.
b. If sediment has accumulated, remove it and replace mulch and vegetation as needed. 
c. Check for erosion inside and around the bioretention system. Repair erosion damage if it occurs. 
4. Repair or restore clogged high flow structures as needed. 
5. Clean underdrain if clogged. 
6. At one year after installation, inspect vegetation and replace dead plants and remove invasive plant species. 
7. At least two times per year, operate valve (if installed) to fully open then fully closed and reset at designed opening. 

Long Term: Year 3 – End of Life
1. In early spring, mow, or trim vegetation to a height greater than 6 inches. Remove accumulated debris.
2. Inspect vegetation one to two times each year and remove weeds and invasive species. 
3. Trim back or remove overgrown vegetation.
4. Repair or restore clogged flow structures as needed. 
5. Clean underdrain if clogged.
6. At least twice per year, operate valve (if installed) to fully open then fully closed and reset at designed opening. 
