
STORM DRAIN
MARKING
PROGRAM

SIOUX CITY ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

WHAT CAN YOU DO?
Volunteer to mark storm drains to
teach others about stormwater
Prevent pollution by keeping
contaminants out of the storm drains
Follow the ‘No Dumping Drains to
River’  message and do your part to
help protect our water
Sign up your volunteer group to mark
storm drains by contacting Sioux City
Environmental Services staff
Adopt a storm drain in your
neighborhood

CONTACT DETAILS
Environmental Services Department

712-279-6222
sioux-city.org/stormwater

WHAT IS A STORM DRAIN?

Storm drains are the grated openings in the
street that collect water from rain and melting
snow to minimize street flooding.

As stormwater flows along the streets,  it
collects trash, leaves, grass clippings, pet
waste, car fuels,  and other pollutants into
storm drains.

Pesticides, paints,  antifreeze, and other used
motor oil  can end up in the storm drains when
people dispose of them improperly.  This is an
ill icit  discharge and is against City ordinances.

WHAT IS THE PROBLEM?
Have you ever wondered where water goes
after it  'disappears' into a storm drain?
Stormwater in Sioux City is not treated at the
wastewater plant -  it’s discharged directly
into the Missouri River through outfall  pipes.
Runoff carries contaminant and debris picked
up along the way, polluting our surface and
groundwater,  which are often drinking water
sources. 



1. Discuss the storm drain marking program
with your youth group, school class,  civic
organization, family,  neighborhood group or
friends. It  is recommended that participants
be at least 10 years old.

2. Select a date for marking. The pavement
must be dry and 50 degrees for the next few
days.

3. Choose a time of day and length of time
available to do the project.  Two hours is the
recommended length.

4. Select a neighborhood to mark and a
location to meet.

5. Figure out the number of participants.
6. Recruit supervisors.  One supervisor is

recommended for every 4-8 youth
volunteers,  depending on the age.

7. Plan an alternative date in case of rain.
8. Contact Sioux City Environmental Services to

set up the project,  including date to pick up
supplies and training material.

CURB MARKING TEAM
1.  Decide where to put the marker.

       *  Surface must be flat,  dry, and make 
          contact with the whole marker.
       *  The preferred placement is on top of    
          the curb.
       *  The second option is on the face of   
          the curb.

       *  If  the curb is not possible, the street   
          r ight next to the curb and storm  
          drain is the last option.

   2.   If  using the drill  with 4" diameter drill  bit,  
        drill  1/8" down into the concrete where 
        marker will  be placed. (This step is not 
        required).
   3.   Sweep the area where the marker will  be 
        placed with the wire blush supplied so area   
        is  free of any loose debris.
   4.   Open epoxy glue adhesive.
   5.   Apply glue on the back of a clean marker,  
        following the circumference of the marker 
        about an inch in and a spot in the center.
   6.   Place drain marker on the clean area. It  is  
        important that the entire edge of the 
        marker is sealed to the curb or street.  
   7.   Step or place pressure on the marker to 
        make sure the adhesive sticks.

PREPARATION

DAY OF PROJECT
Wear safety vest and gloves
Break into groups -  two (2) people to mark
the curb, two (2) people to watch traffic

Indicate streets marked on maps provided
or on paper noting addresses or cross
streets.
Document how many volunteers
participated and how many hours were
volunteered. Pictures are always helpful
and great to share on our social media.
Return maps and supplies to the
Environmental Services Department at
City Hall.
Congratulate yourselves .  .  .you deserve it!

FOLLOW-UP

TRAFFIC WATCH TEAM
1. If  you are working in the roadway, obtain the

cones and flag from the supply package you
picked up from Sioux City Environmental
Services.

2. Place the cones 2 feet out from where you
will  be working, so that cars have time to
reduce speed or switch lanes. 

3. You may also have a spotter use the flag to
notify oncoming traffic you are working in
the area.

TO PAINT THE CURB
1. If  you are painting the storm drain

curb/sidewalk area, follow the Preparation
and Day of Project directions. 

2. Verify area is dry and clean from debris.
3. Using paint supplied by Environmental

Office, paint the approved design. 
4. Surround the area with supplied cones or

other barricade to protect design until  dry.


