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SIOUX CITY -- A new sidewalk mural is underway at the corner of Fourth Street and Court 
Street, and community members are encouraged to help paint it at June Jam from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Saturday. This is just one example of how artist Jessica Hammond, alongside her brand, "Brutal 
Doodles," shows her support for public art. "Having, like, original art done by people who live 
here for the people who live here," Hammond said, "I think adds a lot more culture and 
interesting-ness to our community." 
 

 
Jessica Hammond gets additional paint from her supplies in Sioux City Friday. (Public art) is not about beautifying the 
streets so much as it is about speaking the truth," Hammond said. 

 
Hammond's newest mural, which she is painting on top of a storm drain alongside artist Gayle 
Hattan, depicts numerous fish in the water surrounded by the phrase "It's up to you to keep our 



storm drains clean." The artwork itself was designed by Hattan, but the idea for the mural 
stemmed from Brutal Doodle's "Protecting Our Waterways" project. 
 
"We learned about lots of different environmental topics in Sioux City, and we learned about the 
storm drain system and how the storm drains downtown lead directly into Perry Creek and then 
directly into the Missouri River," Hammond said. " [This mural] is here to just raise awareness to 
anyone walking down the street that these storm drains are here, and it's up to the public to keep 
them clean." 
 

 
Jessica Hammond, left, and Gayle Hattan, right, paint their new mural at the corner of Fourth Street and Court Street in 
Sioux City on Friday. The project, which contains the phrase "It's up to you to keep our storm drains clean," was inspired by 
Brutal Doodle's "Protecting Our Waterways" project that started this spring. 

 
Community contributions to public art projects can lead to actionable change. By providing 
Siouxlanders with the opportunity to help finish this mural, Hammond hopes that people will 
gain a greater understanding of the issues that come with littering into storm drains.  
 
"If you feel like you had a little part in painting something in your neighborhood," Hammond 
said, "hopefully that'll help people feel connected."  
 



This work is the final piece of Protecting Our Waterways, which is "inspiring creativity, eco-
friendly practices and rematriation in Siouxland through community based public art projects and 
green space regeneration," according to its website. Hammond's support for this, as well as for 
Sioux City's "Adopt a Storm Drain" initiative, have motivated this mural's physical placement 
and messaging. "I think having local art and public art is important to add, like -- it's not about 
beautifying the streets so much as it is about speaking the truth," Hammond said. 
 

 
Jessica Hammond paints fish designs around the mural in Sioux City, Friday, June 20, 2025. The painted footprints, 
pictured bottom left, invite people to stand there to take a photo of themselves with the mural, Hammond said. 

 
Jessica Hammond is an artist and musician from Sioux City who has been interested in those 
areas her whole life. In addition to starting Brutal Doodles, she is also on the board of directors 
for Vangarde Arts and helps plan multiple local events such as the Alley Art Festival and 
Saturday in the Park. "Public art is for anyone," Hammond said. "[It's] not just for people who go 
seek out art experiences." Community members who wish to contribute to this mural can do so 
between 6-8 p.m. at June Jam on Saturday. There is no cost, and supplies will be provided. June 
Jam, a free music festival, will take place on Historic Fourth, between Floyd Boulevard and 
Virginia Streets, from noon to midnight on Saturday. 
 



 
Gayle Hattan works on painting the final letters of the word "clean" in the mural in Sioux City, Friday, June 20, 2025. Hattan 
created the design for this piece, though it was also "inspired by our community conversations," Hammond said. 


